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Integrated Regional Water Management
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Figure 1. Kings Basin IRWM Boundary
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The vision of the Kings Basin Water Authority is a sustainable supply of the Kings River Basin’s finite surface
water and groundwater resources through regional planning that is balanced and beneficial for environmental
stewardship, overall quality of life, a sustainable economy, and adequate resources for future generations.
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Regional Water Challenges
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quality and cost of development of
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A History
of Working
Together
The water management entities
have worked together for decades
to actively manage the Region’s
water supply, but in 2001, working
closely with the Department of
Water Resources, several local
agencies within the Kings Basin
initiated a specific process focused
on regional cooperation. Then in
2002, California Senate Bill 1672
created the Integrated Regional Water
Management Act to encourage local
agencies to work cooperatively to
manage local and imported water
supplies to improve the quality,
quantity, and reliability. The Kings
Basin group expanded and the region
prepared an Integrated Regional
Water Management Plan (IRWMP) in
2007. Regional efforts continued to
grow and evolved into the formation
of the Upper Kings Basin Integrated
Water Management Authority in
2009, which is now commonly known
as the Kings Basin Water Authority.

What is the IRWMP?
The IRWMP establishes Goals and Measurable Objectives
to improve and protect the Region’s water supply.
Established with a 20-year planning horizon, the IRWMP
was updated and adopted in October 2012 to comply with
new IRWMP standards established by the Department
of Water Resources (DWR) and to provide guidance in
implementing future projects and programs sponsored by
the KBWA. The five Regional Goals are to:
•

Halt, and ultimately reverse, the current overdraft
and provide for sustainable management of
surface and groundwater

•

Increase the water supply reliability, enhance
operational flexibility, and reduce system
constraints

•

Improve and protect water quality

•

Provide additional flood protection

•

Protect and enhance aquatic ecosystems and
wildlife habitat.

Implementing the Plan
The Board of Directors and Advisory Committee meet
quarterly to implement the IRWMP. The foundation for
implementing the Objectives and achieving the Regional
Goals are the projects and programs developed and
implemented by the stakeholders. A number of projects
and programs to help achieve the Regional Goals have
been implemented, and stakeholders continue to develop
new projects. A current project list is available on the
KBWA website at www.kingsbasinauthority.org.

Regional Successes
Through the regional approach provided by the IRWMP,
the Kings region has been very successful in securing
project funding through various grants from the State of
California. California voters passed Propositions 50, 84 and
1E which allocated money specifically for IRWM related
planning and projects. The KBWA and its stakeholders
have successfully leveraged millions of dollars in grant
funds secured for the region towards planning and
construction of water supply and reliability improvement,
conjunctive use, groundwater recharge, water quality
protection, water conservation, flood water protection,
and disadvantaged community related projects. These
successes are helping the KBWA implement its objectives,
and the KBWA continues to work to position itself to
secure further funding for the region. For a complete
listing of project successes, please visit the KBWA website.

Project Highlight: Jameson
Pond Expansion Project
Fresno Irrigation District, Fresno County,
California
Fresno Irrigation District purchased 64 acres to the west
of its existing Jameson Pond to develop a groundwater
recharge and banking facility. The project is partially
funded by a Proposition 50 grant from the Department
of Water Resources’ Mini 50 Program to the Upper
Kings River Basin Integrated Water Management Plan.
Provost & Pritchard Consulting is responsible for design
engineering services and banking project improvements,
which included the design of the basin levees, diversion
structures, surface water and groundwater conveyance
facilities, and three recovery wells for the recharge
facility. The firm worked with the district to develop the
project concept along with evaluation of the property
for recharge potential. Provost & Pritchard has been
responsible for assistance with the grant application and
administration, environmental permitting, boundary
and topographic survey, and provided permitting
assistance for project construction. The City of Fresno
also received funding under this grant for a portion of
its Residential Water Meter Installation Project. The
two projects received a combined $3.4 million. Provost
& Pritchard has also assisted the city, the district, and
the Authority with the required progress reporting and
reimbursement requests.

Project Highlight:
Drinking Water Issues of
Local Communities

resources to overcome them. Water quality contaminants

A Disadvantaged Communities (DAC) Pilot Project

commercial, agriculture, and human wastes usually from

Study was the focus of a 2-year outreach for the KBWA,

septic systems. The potential solutions are as varied as

which received funding from the DWR to investigate
and develop solutions for rural communities’ water and
wastewater issues that could be integrated into regional
water planning efforts for the Kings Basin region. To
better understand these problems, an inventory of
the communities and challenges they are facing was
developed.

in rural communities originate from a variety of sources.
Some are naturally occurring, such as arsenic or uranium;
other contaminants are related to land use including point
source and nonpoint source discharges from industrial,

“Disadvantaged communities,
or economically disadvantaged
communities, are prevalent in
the Kings Basin and have many
critical water supply and water
quality needs.”
– KBWA IRWMP, 2012

There are more than 100 economically disadvantaged and
severely disadvantaged communities within the Kings Basin
region. A large number of the Kings Basin’s DACs currently

the contamination sources, and are difficult to standardize

face critical drinking water and wastewater challenges,

across multiple communities due to variables such as

but do not possess the necessary technical or financial

geographic location, local hydrologic conditions and
chemistry, water system size, water source, governance
structure and capacity, and individual preference.
The study included individualized outreach plans to
schools, small water systems, and residential areas such
as mobile home parks and communities in the study
area. Door-to-door outreach and dozens of community
meetings were conducted throughout the region. The
study resulted in identifying five potential pilot projects
throughout the Kings Basin that provide practical
solutions for common problems with DAC drinking and
wastewater systems. The projects include an economies
of scales analysis, community survey, improvements to
a wastewater system, water supply improvements, and
KBWA membership application support.
Ultimately, the study allowed those involved to clarify
water-related issues impacting their communities, explore
potential regional solutions, and consider various of types
of collaboration.

KBWA Members & Interested Parties
The KBWA is not a static organization

Interested Parties

•

Laton Community Services
District

•

Liberty Canal Company

•

Liberty Water District

and continues to grow every

•

Bakman Water Company

year. Agencies and organizations

•

Biola Community Services
District

2013 are:

•

California Native Plant Society,
Sequoia Chapter

•

London Community Services
District

Members:

•

California State University,
Fresno

•

Malaga County Water District

•

Mid-Valley Water District

•

City of Kingsburg

•

Orange Cove Irrigation District

•

City of Orange Cove

•

Orosi Public Utilities District

•

City of San Joaquin

•

Raisin City Water District

•

Community Water Center

•

Reed Ditch Company

•

County of Kings

•

Riverdale Irrigation District

•

Crescent Canal Company

•

•

Cutler Public Utility District

Riverdale Public Utilities
District

•

East Orosi Community
Services District

•

Sanger Environmental Fund

•

Self-Help Enterprises

•

Easton Community Services
District

•

Sierra Club, Tehipite Chapter

•

El Rio Reyes Conservation
Trust

•

Sierra Resource Conservation
District

Fresno County Farm Bureau

•

Sultana Community Services
District

participating in the IRWMP as of late

•

Alta Irrigation District

•

City of Clovis

•

City of Dinuba

•

City of Fresno

•

City of Kerman

•

City of Parlier

•

City of Reedley

•

City of Sanger

•

City of Selma

•

County of Fresno

•

County of Tulare

•

Consolidated Irrigation District

•

Fresno Irrigation District

•

Fresno Metropolitan Flood
Control District

•
•

Hardwick Water Company

•

Terranova Ranch, Inc.

•

Kings County Water District

•

James Irrigation District

•

Tulare Basin Wildlife Partners

•

Kings River Conservation
District

•

Kings River Conservancy

•

•

Kings River Water Association

•

Laguna Irrigation District

University of California
Cooperative Extension –
Fresno County

Please contact us at (559) 237-5567 or visit www.kingsbasinauthority.org if
you have any questions about the IRWMP, or would like to become a
Member or Interested Party of the Kings Basin Water Authority.
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